Environmental signals and neural crest cells.
Cell lineage analysis in both the central and peripheral nervous system of vertebrates has revealed that many neural progenitor cells are multipotent. These observations have raised the general issue of when and how such multipotent progenitors generate their various differentiated progeny. The environment of these progenitors controls the cell lineage decisions in the neural crest. This review considers the roles of the environmental signals in the context of the development of several different neural crest-derived lineages.